
World Drug Report 2016

Briefing to Member States
16 June 2016 16 June 2016 

Information under embargo 
until 23 June 2016





Global 
average: 43.5 

Total:
207,400
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Proportion of women brought into formal contact with the 
criminal justice system for drug related offences, 1998-2014

Number of women arrested for drug-
related offences increased, but the 
proportion of women in drug-related 
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All drug related crime Trafficking

Trend - all drug related crime Trend - drug trafficking

proportion of women in drug-related 
cases decreased





Polydrug use Injecting practices





Interception rates on the rise



Opiate production and 
consumption fluctuations 



Long and short term 
fluctuation in cocaine 
use
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Chapter 2: 
The World Drug Problem and Sustainable Development 



Development and drug use 
– the static picture
National indicators show that the health impact
increases with development levels

The impact of income on drug use depends on the
type of drug

But subnational indicators show that lower
socioeconomic status goes hand in hand with drug
use disorders….



Marginalization and drug use disorders

Drug users are more likely 
to be unemployed….

Higher socioeconomic groups have a greater propensity to
initiate drug use than lower socioeconomic groups, but it is the
lower socioeconomic groups that pay the higher price as they

are more likely to become drug dependent.… and unemployed people are 
more likely to be drug users





Women are a minority among drug users 
with:
- Own drug use patterns
- Own vulnerabilities and needs

ViolenceViolence
Stigma
Drug use in the family
Suitability of continuum of care
Access to treatment

ChildrenYouth



General development initiatives can counter 

Two streams of intervention: 
mutually reinforcing but not
blind to each other 

General development initiatives can counter 
or compound the world drug problem:
- Thailand
- Andean countries (1960s-70s)
Need to be sensitive to vulnerabilities 

Drug supply reduction interventions can foster 
or hinder economic development
Afghanistan:
- 2000/2001
- 2005 opium ban (Nangarhar)
Need to be targeted but mainstreamed



Development and drug markets – the dynamic picture



Environmental impact of the 
drug supply chain



Violence is not a foregone conclusion of drug trafficking 



Violence is not a foregone conclusion of drug trafficking 

What determines violence levels?
- Centralization
- Violence-targeting strategies- Violence-targeting strategies
- Long-term versus short-term

Related parameters:
- Rule of law
- Corruption



Drug law offences 
and imprisonment

Drug law offences have not declined like other crimes. But:
- Almost a third of all prisoners are on pre-trial detention
- Among convicted prisoners, 18% are held for drug-related offences
- Among these,  less than a quarter are held for personal consumption 
offencesoffences

Imprisonment of drug offenders has an impact on people who
use drugs as well as the criminal justice system

The excessive use of imprisonment for drug-related offences of
a minor nature is ineffective in reducing recidivism

Alternatives to imprisonment can have a positive impact on
people who use drugs



Partnership



Conclusions and policy recommendations

- Development and countering the world drug problem have to work in symbiosis.
• Development initiatives need to be sensitive to drugs vulnerabilities;
• Response to drug problem needs to be mindful of broad development aims;
• AD has its rightful place as a targeted initiative which can be mainstreamed into• AD has its rightful place as a targeted initiative which can be mainstreamed into

broader development programmes.

- Drug policies need to:
• be sensitive to gender, environmentally friendly and based on scientific evidence;
• overcome the stigmatization of drug users;
• ensure that no one is left behind.

- Drug use and its health consequences should be prevented and treated in prisons.

- Heroin still requires the attention of the international community.



THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR ATTENTION

For more information:
http://www.unodc.org/


